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Jerome D'Ambrosio finishes on the podium on his debut for Mahindra

Racing, finishing in third position at the season opener in Saudi Arabia

Jerome leaves Riyadh in third place in the Driver's Championship, with

Mahindra Racing in third position in the Team standings after scoring

15 points

Felix Rosenqvist was forced to retire with a mechanical fault on his car

on lap 8 of the race

15 December 2018, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia -The new era of the ABB FIA

Formula E Championship got underway today with the 2018/19 season

opener in Saudi Arabia marking the series' first ever race in the Middle East

plus the debut of the new Generation 2 cars.

The SAUDIA Ad Diriyah E-Prix had a disrupted start to the day when

unexpected heavy rain forced organisers to cancel Free Practice 1 and

delay Free Practice 2. Due to the timing delay the qualifying format was

then amended to two groups of 11 drivers, rather than the usual four

groups, and Super Pole was called off. In the wet qualifying session, on a

drying track, Jerome D'Ambrosio went out in Group A and set a fastest lap

time of 1:19.077, securing a sixth place start. Felix Rosenqvist headed out

in Group B but was unable to complete his qualifying lap, due to a

mechanical failure on the car which resulted in an accident when he was on



course for a top six time, and was forced to begin the race from 17thon the

grid.

Jerome was able to comfortably maintain position at the start and, on lap

21, overtook Sebastien Buemi to move up to fifth. A lap later Jean-Eric

Vergne and Andre Lotterer were handed drive through penalties for

technical infringements, pitting from first and second, which moved Jerome

up into the top three behind Antonio Felix Da Costa and Jose Mario Lopez.

On lap 23 Jerome overtook Lopez for second position and was running

comfortably there until a safety car bunched up the pack. On lap 30, after

the restart, reigning Champion Vergne overtook him, putting him P3, the

position in which he took the chequered flag after 33 laps to secure his and

Mahindra Racing’s first podium of the 2018/19 season.

Unfortunately it was a different state of affairs for Felix. Despite an

impressive start which saw him move up to 14  by the end of the first lap

and then overtake Gary Paffett and Nelson Piquet Jr by lap 6, which saw

him in reach of points, he was forced to retire the #94 on lap 8 after

suffering the same technical issue that halted his qualifying run.

th

The second round of the 2018/19 ABB FIA Formula E Championship will

take place on 12 January 2019 in Marrakesh, Morocco.

JEROME D'AMBROSIO, P3: "It's an amazing way to start Season 5 and I

think there are good days ahead of us if we keep working the way we do. I

played it safe at the beginning to try to save some energy but stay close

enough to fight for position. I've had a difficult couple of seasons so it's great

to start this new relationship with the team in this way. Going forward, we

have to start fighting for the championship. There are some tough

competitors out there as Formula E is becoming one of the most competitive

championships in the world."



FELIX ROSENQVIST, DNF: "The car felt like it had a lot of speed but it was

a bit tricky to drive; it wasn't one of those days when you felt really confident

but we didn' have much practice so everything was a bit of a guess. Then

we had a mechanical failure in qualifying which caused us to have a big

shunt and in the race the same thing happened but I was able to park the

car. I'm sad I couldn't score any points for the team and it's a shame as I

think we could have had a really good result today but it was fun to be back

and I'm really happy for Jerome and for Mahindra on the podium today."

DILBAGH GILL, TEAM PRINCIPAL: "I am absolutely thrilled for the whole

team and Jerome- the perfect way to start a season is with a podium and

this is the fourth season in a row that we have scored a podium in the

season opener.I am really sorry that Felix suffered with a technical issue in

both qualifying and the race as, without that, I am sure he would also have

had a very good result this weekend. It's a good start for us and we will

enjoy this, although our attentions are now firmly focused on the next race in

Marrakesh and improving - we want both of our cars at the front as we

showed this weekend we have the pace."
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Mahindra Racing: Mahindra Racing is one of ten founding teams – and the

only Indian team – to compete in the ABB FIA Formula E Championship, the

world’s first all-electric racing series. Mahindra Racing has an impressive

credentials; after scoring its breakthrough win at the Berlin E-Prix in 2017,

the squad now has three race victories to its name in addition to 15
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podiums, six pole positions and 516 points from 45 starts. After four

seasons with the first generation race car, all eyes now turn to the season

five. Mahindra Racing has high ambitions with the Gen2 M5Electro, a

technical innovation that will see the car last the duration of a race as

Formula E continues to push the limits of technology and electrification.

ABB FIA Formula E Championship: The ABB FIA Formula E

Championship is the world’s first fully-electric single-seater racing series,

competing on the streets against the backdrop of some of the most iconic

cities - including Hong Kong, Marrakesh, Paris, Berlin, New York and

Montreal. The championship represents a vision for the future of the motor

industry, serving as a platform to showcase the latest innovations in electric

vehicle technology and alternative energy solutions. Future seasons will see

the regulations open up further allowing manufacturers to focus on the

development of motor and battery components, which in turn will filter down

to everyday contemporary electric road vehicles.

Mahindra Group: The Mahindra Group is a USD 20.7 billion federation of

companies that enables people to rise through innovative mobility solutions,

driving rural prosperity, enhancing urban living, nurturing new businesses

and fostering communities. It has a leadership position in utility vehicles,

information technology, financial services and vacation ownership in India

and is the world’s largest tractor company, by volume. It also enjoys a

strong presence in agribusiness, components, commercial vehicles,

speedboats, consulting services, energy, industrial equipment, logistics, real

estate, steel, aerospace, defence and two wheelers. Headquartered in

India, Mahindra employs over 240,000 people across 100 countries. Learn

more about Mahindra on www.mahindra.com | Twitter and Facebook:

@MahindraRise



Supporting Mahindra Racing is Tech Mahindra which was recently ranked in

15th position on the Forbes’ Digital 100 list – the highest-ranked non-US

company to feature. After receiving previous accolades for its sustainability

vision, Tech Mahindra was honoured for the fourth consecutive year as a

leader in the 2018 Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI).
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